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    Proposal No. 0102 Author Troy Tauber 
WI:  This is a proposal that is being presented 
to ban the use of the confederate flag in all 
public places and from being issued by the 
U.S. Government in any form. The cons will 
debate hard with these arguments. First, you 
have the issue of southern pride- judge that as 
you may. The other is of taking history away 
from all federally-funded places by that I 
mean museums. Also there is an infringement 
on the right of citizens. Yet the pros have a 
great case- this flag is a symbol of oppression 
and disrespect used by a people on another. It 
was used to scare and demean and should not 
be supported by our government.  No matter 
where you stand on this issue this is a part of 
America past to the present, 1865 to 2008. 

   Proposal No. 0281  Author Rachel Burns 
NJ:  This is a proposal aimed at the aid of the 
peoples in the Darfur region of the Sudan. 
There would be aid provided by the U.S. in 
the forms of food and supplies, U.S. soldiers 
on the ground and economic sanctions on the 
Sudan. This proposal has a blatantly obvious 
pro - the saving of lives. There are millions 
dead in Darfur and something does need to 
be done about it. Next, one has to address the 
con in this scenario- the effect this aid and 
troops being sent in would have on American
-Chinese relations. China has many ties to the 
Sudan economically and diplomatically. This 
could be taken as an invasion and create 
many more problems than it would help. 
There should be great debate and we will see. 

THE BEST OF THE BEST: THE PROPOSALS IN PLENARY Alex Oliva, Kentucky, Daron Vaught, Virginia, 
Logan Finucan, Wisconsin  

   Proposal No. 0065 Author: Ben Ulrey:   
 Proposal 65, titled “Homosexual Adoption 
Rights,” can be attributed to Benjamin Ulrey of 
California.  With his proposal, Ulrey wants it 
to be legal nationwide for a homosexual cou-
ple to adopt children.  Perhaps the most evi-
dent pro of this is that the children adopted 
will have loving parents, regardless of their 
sexual orientation.  After observing much de-
bate on this proposal, it is clear that the most 
frequently argued con is the psychological as-
pect of it.  Many believe that having homosex-
ual parents would influence many of the chil-
dren’s personal choices or subject them to 
traumatizing ridicule.  This proposal is ex-
tremely debatable, but whether this passes or 
fails in plenary session will all depend on the 
individual moral priorities of the voting dele-
gates. 

    Proposal No. 0040 Author: Olaniyi 
Solebo:  The only proposed constitutional 
amendment to advance to Plenary is proposal 
40, a proposal enact the Equal Rights Amend-
ment authored by Olaniyi Solebo of Model 
UN.  This proposal is a revival of the ERA 
amendment that failed to be ratified to the US 
Constitution decades ago, aimed at achieving 
equal rights, pay and treatment for women 
and other minorities.  If enacted, the ERA 
would ensure, with some exceptions, absolute 
equality under the law to all regardless of 
race, gender, faith, creed or sexual orientation.  
Many oppose the ERA on the grounds that it 
is unnecessary, it would open a can of worms 
of unforeseen implications, and it would en-
force an undesirable or unattainable equality.  
Supporters argue it is necessary to ensure the 
human and civil rights of all in society.  Pas-
sionate arguments on both sides can be ex-
pected on this proposal. 

     For more updates and all your recent 
CONA news don’t forget to check out 
conapress.blogspot.com 
    And introducing a new blog for all  
delegates to share memories and such:  
aftercona.blogspot.com 
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    Commitment drives an unique set of indi-
viduals atop the Mountain this week. 
    Commitment to the delegates, program, and 
conference motivates past advisors to return 
with delegates to start a new chapter of their 
CONA experience, and old delegates return as 
advisors. 
    Joe Bringardner has been coming to the 
Mountain for 29 years, and was a CONA dele-
gate in 1983. Now traveling with the Kentucky 
Delegation (hence the nickname, Kentucky Joe), 
Bringardner continues to return to Blue Ridge 
to refresh his regard for the Youth in Govern-
ment program and his country, both of which 
he is proud. 
    “After mediating over 6,000 Kentucky dele-
gates, coming to the Mountain helps me 
sharpen my sword for the upcoming year,” Brin-
gardner said. “Oh, and the ice cream,” he added. 
    Bringardner spends most of his time at 
CONA viewing proposals that Kentucky dele-
gates authored and present. However, he is most 
proud of his students from how he sees them 
interact outside of the committee rooms. 

    Another advisor who tends to migrate 
from one committee to the next is Kyle 
McLaughlin, from Florida, who attended 
CONA three times before returning to the 
Mountain with the fresh title of “advisor.” One 
may remember him as the MC of the mixer 
Sunday night.  In a comment as veracious as it 
was humorous, McLaughlin expressed next 
year his ultimate goal is to also MC the belly-
flop competition. 
    The Wired Bear is a useful resource for 
each person participating in debate this week, 
not to mention a great place to purchase your 
morning (or afternoon) jolt. This area could 
not run as the well-oiled machine it is with-
out the dedicated advisors that volunteer. 
    At the heart of this machine is Ryan 
Welch, who has been facilitating the research 
and helpers for five years, starts to recruit his 
advisors as early as December. The actual re-
search materials are collected about one 
month before CONA. 
     

(CONTINED top of Page 3) 

THE GLUE THAT HOLDS CONA TOGETHER  Jessica Ayers, Florida 

 There is a memorial of Dr. Weatherford and his wife located between the Venable Play-
ground and the Northcott Athletic Field. They are the only people buried on the ground. That 
we know of... 

  Blue Ridge Center Bankrupt after WWII and was put up for auction. The YMCA programs 
from Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Missis-
sippi, Louisiana, and Florida put out a $45,000 bid and bought the center. 

 Dr. Weatherford’s private house is located southwest of the Assembly property. His grand-
daughter, about 60 years old, lives there now, and his great granddaughter is very active in the 
Asheville community. 

 The movie 28 Days Later starring Sandra Bullock and Viggo Mortenson was filmed here. 
Bullock’s harness used during the scene where she was using the large swing of the property is 
still in the Blue Ride Assembly’s possession. 

 When looking at the old gymnasium, a concrete wall can be seen. The wall was once the 
edge of the old pool, and the other edge was the road. The new pool was built as a training fa-
cility for swimmers for the Olympic Trials. 

 Most of the small cottages were named after colleges from across the nation. Meredith, Mis-
sissippi, Ward Belmont, and Agnes-Scott Cottages were all named after colleges that were all 
girl at the time when their cottages were built. Built during the 1920s and 1930s, these cottages 
were used for the retreats the colleges sponsored. 

(CONTINUED bottom left Page 3) 

FUN FACTS ABOUT THE MOUNTAIN  Sarah McClure, Texas and Mallory McCampbell, New Mexico 
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    For John Gillig, CONA is a family affair. With two daughters on the Mountain currently, 
and one a former PO, he helps facilitate debate by answering questions in the Wired Bear. 
    Taking his first trip to the Mountain in 1978, Alan Manwaring previously traveled with the 
Tennessee Delegation, and after he moved to Washington D.C. he couldn’t stop coming to 
CONA. 
    “I love Blue Ridge, the friends you meet here, and the spirit you encounter,” Manwaring said. 
    While anxiously waiting by the pillars of Lee Hall to hear the advancement, or lack there of, 
of proposals, many forget the people who are behind those auspicious sheets of paper. 
    Jackie LaNoir, New York, couldn’t quite remember how many years she had been to CONA, 
specifically in the Beancounting Room. 
    “Way too many…maybe fifteen,” she said. LaNoir describes the Beancounting Room as the 
accounting department of the conference. 
    “It is filled with people who work with numbers professionally, dabble with numbers person-
ally, or run from them in reality,” she said. Many volunteers are college staff, YMCA interns, or 
state advisors. They tabulate every ballot from every proposal debated in committee. The cur-
rent atmosphere in the room was calm, but one definitely could sense the apprehensive atti-
tude of impending chaos. 
    “I would love to talk to you now,” said LaNoir ”but if someone rushes in with a stack of fold-
ers, we won’t be rude, but we will be over.” 
    These are just a few of the 118 advisors present on the Mountain this week, each of which 
makes this conference possible. It is imperative that you thank and encourage all of them for 
their contribution to the CONA experience. 

THE GLUE (CONTINUED from Page 2) 

 Rondette Cottage, located southwest of Lee 
Hall, got its name from its unique architecture. 
The name “Rondette” is the title for the type of 
building. The style in which the cottage was 
built was very popular in the 1970s because of 
its ability to be easily transported up moun-
tains. 

 Dogwood Cottage and Rhododendron Cot-
tage are named after the respective plants of the 
same names. 

 Parker Cottage was actually named after a 
security guard who lived here for a number of 
years and who dedicated a huge part of his life 
to helping Blue Ridge. 
     Lee Hall was not only named after Robert 
E. Lee, but it was named to honor his morals 
and his beliefs about education 

FUN FACT (CONTINUED from Page 2) 

    On a day of rest at CONA, most delegates 
do anything but. The trip up the Mountain is 
grueling and demanding, but as one ap-
proaches the peak, sits on the rock, and 
glances into the distance, it becomes gratify-
ing. While some delegations take as short as 
an hour to climb, it is equally as monumental 
to bring up the rear, as Florida did taking 
around four hours 
    Kentucky Joe led the hike this year, along 
with various members of his delegation 
spread throughout the hike. It was Joe’s 29th 
hike up Black Mountain, and when he arrived 
at the top, he, along with another advisor, de-
livered a flag ceremony and devotional, fol-
lowed by chorus of patriotic songs all 
around. Then, every delegation took the time 
to take their picture on the precipice. 
    The groups returned to Blue Ridge Assem-
bly by way of sliding down rock face and 
running down hills, eager to take a shower. 
    Kim Neu, Missouri, said it best.  “I was 
really tired during the hike up, but when you 
reach the top, it’s all worth it.” 

THE HIKE UP THE HILL 
Jessica Ayers, Florida 
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    When first arriving on the Mountain on Saturday, reviewing the schedule, and facing the 
week-long conference ahead, those five days seem like an eternity. However, after spending my 
second and, unfortunately last, week here at Blue Ridge, I’ve realized the brevity of our time 
here. The people, the environment, the Conference, and yes, even the food- the entire experi-
ence is a whirlwind of adrenaline, joy, and interaction combined into all too short a day. 
   With this in mind, I would like to take a moment to appreciate and thank those who have 
made this time, and so many conferences, great. First off, I would like to thank all State Advi-
sors and Conference staff members for taking time away from their families to allow us to be 
here at CONA; a special thank you to Jennifer Owens, OK, and Monice Oliphant, LA, who have 
spent their time this week editing every crazy story we’ve given them. Also, thank you to the 
Delaware delegation and advisors for being such a supportive and helpful group, and for allow-
ing me to be here this year. As well as our six amazing Presiding Officers, Laura Bolen, Danielle 
Desaulniers, Emily Pramik, Victoria Romano, Derek Summerville, and Brian Tinsman, for dedi-
cating their time this year to the planning and smooth running of the 2008 Conference on Na-
tional Affairs. 
    I would also like to thank all of the delegates who came and debated their proposals this 
week, you all that this conference stands for. Last, but certainly not least, I would like to thank 
the delegates of this year’s Press Corps. You guys are an absolutely astounding group of writers 
and people. It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve as your Editor-in-Chief, and I wish 
you each the best of luck in all that you choose to pursue. 
    Now, before I tear up too much and ruin the ink on the article, I would like to say one last 
farewell and goodbye to all of you. I’ll always be going to Carolina in my mind. 

CzM BACK TO SAY {NHE ENDy Jess Willis, Delaware 

    The Biltmore Mansion is the largest pri-
vately owned estate in the United States, and 
for some, the perfect chance to get off the 
Mountain. The Biltmore House was built by 
George Vanderbilt and is now run by his 
great grandson who continues the house’s 
preservation. The house contains rooms such 
as tapestry gallery, observatory, Halloween 
room, bowling alley, swimming pool, and 
vegetable pantry. It also contained 43 bath-
rooms which by today’s standards are more 
than plenty, but keep in mind they built this 
house in 1895 when most families didn’t even 
have one flush toilet! 

THE BILTMORE Cassie Van Gompel, Wisconsin 

    Picture this: a warm sunny Wednesday 
afternoon, a still blue pool, one lone figure 
poised above the water. The figure falls, face-
first, belly down, towards the pool, landing 
with a echoing “slap.” The many bystanders 
break the silence and cheer in appreciation. 
What is this strange event one might ask? It 
is the annual CONA belly-flop competition. 
    This year’s belly-flop competition was  
exceptionally competitive as past reigning 
champion ‘Rob-bob’ has graduated, leaving 
his place to be filled. It began at 4 o’clock 
pm at the pool, and featured such competi-
tors as Curtis ‘Cupcake’ Meyers, MUN, Greg 
Sheppard, KY, Spencer Collet, MO, Andrew 
Brown, OK, Henry Kulick, OK, Zander 
Romano, MI, and the runner up Christin Bal-
lard, KY. In the end however, there can only 
be one belly-flopper, Ronnie Jorden, OH. 
Congratulations Ronnie. 

Jess Willis, Deleware 
THE BELLY FLOPPING GANG 

(For more articles on Wednesday’s Activi-
ties see conapress.bolgspot.com) 


